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Whiting Announces Bid for District 1 Senate Seat  

 

Spirit Lake native Zach Whiting has announced that he will run as a Republican for the District 1 

seat in the Iowa Senate.   

 

In early June 2016, Senator David Johnson announced 

his decision to leave the Republican Party.  This 

misguided and self-centered decision has left the people 

of Lyon, Osceola, Dickinson, Clay, and Palo Alto 

counties without an effective representative in the Iowa 

Senate.  Senator Johnson has been stripped of his 

committee assignments, has no caucus, has no standing 

within the Senate, does not have a staff, and has placed 

the Republican Party in a much more difficult position to 

regain the majority in the Iowa Senate.   

 

Senator Johnson claims he made this decision out of a 

sense of morality.  However, it is not moral to help elect 

Hillary Clinton.  It is not moral to take away the ability 

of Republicans to win control of the majority in the Iowa 

Senate.  And it is not moral to get elected as a 

Republican and switch to an Independent without giving 

your constituents a chance to weigh in at the ballot box.   

 



Whiting said, “Senator Johnson has made this all about himself.  But it’s not about David 

Johnson.  It’s about the hardworking people of District 1 who deserve a Senator who can 

effectively represent them in Des Moines.  David Johnson can no longer do that.  He has 

betrayed the trust of his constituents, his colleagues, and the party.  He does not represent the 

traditional, conservative values of Northwest Iowa or the Republican Party he left.  Therefore, he 

should resign from office immediately.”   

 

Whiting is a full-spectrum, constitutional conservative who will serve as an effective 

representative for the people of District 1 who have been forsaken, impugned, and embarrassed 

by Senator Johnson.  Whiting will fight hard for the people of Northwest Iowa because he is a 

Northwest Iowan.  He will serve as your voice for a better Iowa—fighting to lower taxes and 

spending, reducing burdensome regulations, growing the economy and creating good paying jobs 

for all Iowans, supporting farmers and the agriculture industry, protecting our valuable natural 

resources, supporting high quality education and school choice, and promoting traditional family 

values.   

 

Whiting has been married to his wife, Juliana, for four years, and they have a three month old 

son.  He is the son of Bryon and Cyndie Whiting of Spirit Lake.  Bryon works for the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources, and Cyndie is a stay at home mom.  He is the grandson of Bill 

and Sharon Whiting of Ruthven and Ron and Jo Ann Hendricks of Rockwell City.  Bill is a 

retired school teacher who continues to substitute teach and referee local high school athletics.  

Jo Ann recently retired after many years on the city council in Rockwell City.   

 

Whiting graduated from Spirit Lake High School in May 2006.  He graduated from Stetson 

University in May 2010, summa cum laude with Phi Beta Kappa distinction, with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in Political Science.  He earned his law degree from the Regent University School of 

Law and is a licensed attorney.  In law school he served as Articles Editor of a law review and 

had a constitutional law article published in a faith-based law journal.   

 

It is time to send Senator Johnson back to Ocheyedan for a permanent retirement.  Senator 

Johnson is an attention-seeker who supports tax increases, maligns teachers and agriculture, and 

attacks Republican leaders in Iowa and nationally.  Whiting agrees with the District 1 Central 

Committee chairs who sent a letter to Senator Johnson denouncing his decision, removing their 

support for him, and promising to “make every effort to elect persons who support the party of 

Lincoln and the values we hold dear.”   

 

In response, Whiting said, “I accept the call of the Republican chairs, look forward to their 

support, and welcome meeting with the people of District 1 to demonstrate that I will effectively 

represent your voice and values in the Iowa Senate.”   
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